
We are taking a nod from the wise old owl and 
encouraging you to make good money decisions. 

You see, owls are smart and saving money is smart! 
Check out three ways to get wise about your savings:

SET A GOAL
Want to motivate yourself to save? Set a goal and stick to it. 
Save for something big, like a new bike, computer, or college 
classes, and start stashing cash every time you get paid.

WATCH OUT FOR FOMO
FOMO, or “fear of missing out”, can drain your savings—fast. 

If your friends spend money, but  you want to save, fight 
the urge to spend money too. Instead, find something fun 
and more affordable to do like hiking, playing sports, or 
watching a movie at home. Invite your friends so they can 
save money, too!

BUILD YOUR SAVINGS ACCOUNT
If you get an allowance or are paid in cash, you 
may be tempted to spend your money. Get in 
the habit of depositing the money you want to  
save into your GVFCU savings account. 

Want  to win

Enter one of GVFCU’s contests in May & June!  
Ages 12 & under can enter our coloring contest 
and win $25.00.  Ages 13-17 can enter our 
creativity contest and win $50.00.  Tell us about 
a savings goal you have or one you’ve already 
achieved by submitting an essay, song, picture, 
or poem—it’s your choice!Contact us for details.

MAKING A BUDGET IS AS EASY AS 1 - 2 -3
1. Add up your income

Add all the money you earn in one month, including 
your allowance, job wages, and any miscellaneous 
cash. Now you know how much money you have.

2. Write down your expenses
Next, write down your monthly expenses, like your 
smartphone bill and then add the money you’re saving for 
long-term goals, such as buying a car or going to college. 

Subtract these expenses from your income and that 
number is your “fun money.” You can use it for hanging 
out with your friends, going to the movies, etc. 

3. Explore your options
Now that you know where your money goes, find ways 
to save. Maybe you can make 
your lunch instead of buying 
it every day or maybe you 
should stream a movie 
rather than going to  
the movie theater.

By cutting costs, 
you’ll have more 
money to spend or 
save for things that 
matter most.
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